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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT ON FRENCH DECISION TO 
RELEASE ABU DAOUD 

1 . DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT ON THIS SUBJECT ISSUED BY ASSISTANT 
SPOKESMAN JOHN TRATTNER WAS APPROPRIATE AND SHOULD NOT OFFEND 
MODERATE ARAB OPINION HERE - THOUGH SAUDIS DO NOT CONCEAL 
THEIR PLEASURE AT FRENCH ACTION. 

2. IT WOULD BE MORE SATISFACTORY TO MANY OF US, HOWEVER, 

WERE THE DEPARTMENT AS DILIGENT IN KEEPING ATTENTION FOCUSED ON 
THE MURDERS OF US DIPLOMATS SUCH AS NOEL AND MOORE IN 
KHARTOUM. AND MELOY AND WARING IN BEIRUT, AND DAVIES IN 
NICOSIA. THE DEPT'S LACK OF INTEREST IN THE CONVICTED MURDERERS 
(AND THEIR ACCOMPLICES) OF THESE OFFICERS DOES NOT HAVE A GOOD 
EFFECT ON FOREIGN SERVICE MORALE. 
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